
so THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

(D) The person God uses is the person who is a student of the word.

Brethren, God's word is our armoury. It is the sword of the Spirit. Wield it aright and win
battles for the Lord. Can we handle it aright? Are we diligent students of the word? Ifnot.wc
shall strive in vain. Our approach to it should be with humble heart but we must search the
scriptures diligently and often.

(E) The person God uses is the person who works in and through the Holy Spirit.

Brethren, let us place ourself at God's disposal and give to Him our talents and time. Let
the Spirit work and flow through us. Quench not the Spirit but give Him free course in our
lives for the spirit militates against our human desires, and must prevail.

Let each one of us place ourselves fully at the disposal of our God - let us each add our
weight to the glorious ministry of our Lord, showing all diligence, patience and true humility of
mind. Let God use you. ANDREW P. SHARP. Newtongrange.

•tion box
CoiKluclcd by
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THERE seems to be an increasing number of personal problems for Christians these days.
Should tlie Christian be better equipped to deal with them tlian other people are?

THIS is an interesting question. It is a fact that God has never said that His children would be
immune from personal problems; nor has He said that these problems would be less severe than
those suffered by other people. What He has said is that His children can call on resources which
are denied those who do not have close communion with Him. Whether or not individual

Christians avail themselves of these resources, or whether or not they are willing to do so, even
allowing that they know that they exist is a matter of some conjecture. But if equipment is
available to Christians for their use, then their failure to use it will be a measure of how well they
cope with their personal problems.

The Nature of Personal Problems

For some years now, whether we realise it or not, we have been living our lives under
increasing pressures. Tliese pressures have increased because of such things as insecurity of
employment, financial downgrading, family relationships, inter-personal relationships other than
family. Our young Christians are finding it increasingly difficult to live with the social cynicism
which they encounter each day, and when we add to this the moral bankruptcy which seems to
be afflicting many people, we can understand what sort of pressures tliey are under if they
are to adhere to their Christian principles. The problems are being compounded because they
are now appearing in the church where the application of the criteria for their resolution are so
different from that which the world would apply.

So far as the individual is concerned we must analyse this question, from the relative

standpoints of'output'and 'input', touse alittle technical jargon. How many times have we heard"
people say. "I'm just about drained", or "I've put up with it so long, but I can't put up with it
any longer", or, "He blew his top"? These expressions, if they mean' anytliing, mean that the
emotional experience of the individual has left him/her exhausted of energy; nervous energy,!
think we can call it. It is the sort of feeling that one has when leaving an examination room,
or after a particularly harrowing interview; you know, that 'limp' feeling. This extreme out put
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of nervous energy will leave the individual in a very vulnerable state, and he will react to various
stimuli, some bad, some good. What is clearis that the individual willneed some'input' so that
the responses to stimuli can be controlled, because it is becomingapparent that when a person
through trying to deal with a pressing problem, feels himself to be 'drained' and 'empty', then
that person will be in a state where there is a predisposition to both physical and mental illness.
So what sort of problems cause this state, and how are we to get the 'input' that willkeep us
stable?

Tlie Problem of Readjustment

A man named Professor Holmes listed a number of life events and relative to these
devised what he called a Social Readjustment Rating Scale. It is not my intention to list all the
life events which he listed, but just to illustrate how much or how little socialreadjustment is
necessary, I will give a few from each end of the scale with their ratings.

At the top end of the scale are, death of spouse (100), divorce (73), marital separation
(&S), death of close family member (63), personal injury or illness (53). At the other end of the
scale are, change in sleeping habits (16), change in number of family get-togethers (15), change
in eating habits (15), holidays(13), minor violations of the law (11). It is quite evident that the
life events at the top of the scale are the ones that 'drain' a person of nervous energy, thus
necessitating an input to compensate for the loss: they are alsovery difficultfrom the point of
view of readjustment socially. The ones at the bottom are relatively unimportant and do not
call for any serious readjustment.

Tow^ds Stability

The person who has ** cope alone with the high value readjustment life events isahnost
inevitably doomed to failu.. i'his is supported by the statistical evidence of the number of
people on tranquillisers, and the number who seek help from certain organisations. In my
Samaritan experience I have talked with many such, and the problems which a person would
normally take in his stride seem almost insurmountable to them. These are people who have
lost loved ones and are now left alone to contend with a seemingly hostile world; wives who
suffer gross and indecent cruelty from husbands who have long since ceased to care; children
who are baffled andbemused by the break-up of the family unit; lonely people (the high-rise
flats have made for a low-level community spirit). Most of these are 'drained' of real life;
where do they get their input? Obviously they lookfor something of themoment, something
ephemeral, transitory, theaccoutrements of our age. The aspirin bottle and the gas tap always
seem to beckon to such.

This should not be so with the Christian. Many of the problems will be no less severe
to him, but he has resources which are denied theperson who has never found God. Tlie God
whom the Christian worships is the infinite, eternal source of power. Thebitteranguish of the
Christian parents who have lost a child is eased a little when they think of God, "For God so
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son", and they know that they have a Father
who shares their deepest anguish. The Christian who has losta wife orhusband will still have to
endure the dreary, unsolicited hours of loneliness, but they will be able to think of a loving
Saviour who suffered alone the excruciating agony of the cross. Christians who have suffered
marital separation will still have to claw their way out of the abyss of despair, but surely to
realise that Christ was separated from the glories of heaven to tabernacle with and to die for
sinful flesh will ease thedespair a little. Tlie words of that grand apostle ring down to us through
the ages, "Yea doubtless, and I count all things butloss for the excellency of tiie knowledge of
airist Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do coi.nt them but
dung, that I may win Christ Tliat I may know him, and the power ofhis resurrection, and
the fellowship of his suffering, being made conformable unto his death" Philippians 3:8-10).

I sometimes wonder how much we'Christians have neglected, or down-graded the real
value of Christian fellowship. It is an extension of that divine lellowship that we have with
Christ and God. How many burdens have been eased, and how many more could be eased
because of the fellowship of the saints? To the saints with problems, the fellowship can be a
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unique means of input. It can supply a pool at which the thirst for sustenancecan be quenched;
it can supply a valuable source of power; it can give the energy for life. With all its co-called
faults and inconsistencies, the Christian community is still the body of Christ, a people for
God's possession, a loving and a caring community at heart. And why shouldn't it be; Oirist
died for it. In time of need, isn't it grand if there is someone you can turn to; someone who
will care about you because Christ cared for him? If the fellowship can survive, then in spite of
the severity of our problems we can survive also. If we try to pull down the fellowship, then
God help us. If I read the signs aright we are livingin days when we shall need the closenessof
the fellowship of saints more than we have ever needed it before. Weshould pray to God for it
to be strengthened; we should add strength to it ourselves, because it can be the life cell to
Christians >\ho are desperately in need.

Yes, the Christian should be able to bear problems better than other people. I am sure
that God recognised our need when He gave us CHrist, the church, and the gracious in
dwelling of the Holy Spirit. With resources like that, we must be able to successfullymeet the
most severe life events; the only danger to us is if we neglect or forsake that which God has
given us at so great a price to Himself.

All questions please, to Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Highfleld, Wigan, Lanes.
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2-Jeremiah 31:23-40 Hebrews 8

9-Exodus 24 Hebrews 9:1-22

16-Psalm 40 Hebrews 9:23 to 10:18

23-Exodus 25:1-22 Hebrews 10:19-29

30-Genesis 4:1-10 Hebrews 11:1-22

THE ONE AND ONLY HIGH PRIEST

WE have been looking at the visible High
Pritstand Priesthood, and the two orders. The
greater fitness of Jesus to represent sinners
before God is established. To crown the argu
ment our attention is drawn to the position
of the new and invisible but spiritual and
permanent Mediator. He does not enter a
material Holy Place but ascends into Heaven
itself into the very presence of God, making
the offering and giving the service there, Moses
made a model designed to represent the reality
in material form. It is not easy for us NOW to
recognise that the things which we see are
tempoi:al even after all the teaching embodied
in the Bible (2 Cor. 4:18). We can therefore
appreciate the' revelation through all the cen
turies as they enforce in symbol and iigur;
what Jesus has taught its. "Immortal, invisible,
God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from
our eyes" - so is Jesus now, but He was with
us in the flesh to fulfill the purpose of the

Almiglity towards us. As Paul puts it "Though
we have known Christ after the flesh, yet
now we know Him so no more" (2 Cor. 5:16).
He is in heaven now supremely executing the
New Covenant, made in accordance with the
promise of a spiritual covenant with a people
of His own. As the priesthood is proved
superior, so the covenant itself is superior,
and the quotation from Jeremiah states some
respects in which it differs, namely 1. It is
written upon the hearts and minds of men.
2. It will be with a taught people (all will
know God), 3. They will be a forgiven people.
These of course indicate that they will be the
subjects ofa new birth and a new life. The Old
Covenant made a natural birth and a fleshly
ordinance the qualiflcation ofrelationship with
God.

The New and Old Sanctuaries

There can hardly be a greater contrast
than that between the material manner and
method of worship under the Old Covenant
and that under the New. Yet there is the same

underlying design and object to bring about a
direct relationship between God and man.
Thus all the items in the Tabernacle in the

wilderness point to spiritual realities revealed
and made plain in the New Covenant. Our
writer mentions a number of them and then
says "Of which things we cannot now speak
severally (9:6). We can safely say that every
material part of that "pattern shewed thee in
the mount" had its spiritual significance, and a
detailed study of these can be of great profit


