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with us while we are aspiring to it. He does not wait the warrior's arrival when the battle is over
and won; He Is witli us on the field. Our companionship does not begin at the summit; it
begins at the base. It is an interchange of cups from the start, "I wiU come in and sup with
him, and he with Me".

ASK WHAT DO I ASK? DO 1 ASK FOR PRIVILEGE?

Campbell Morgan said:- "The desires we express are well-bom, and in so far they are
worthy. But our very limitation makes it impossible for us to know whether they can be granted.
God is always dealing wth His own individually, but always also with a view to their place in
the much larger whole of His complete and final purpose. It is patent, therefore, that one
element which can never be omitted from true prayer is that of submission. We must believe
when we pray, not only that God is generous. To believe that only, will make us doubt it,
when He denies. We must believe also, in His perfect wisdom and justice, To do so will enable
us to praise Him with equal sincerity whether He give or refuse to do so. That is the fulness of
faith, and it is only as we so pray that we can find perfect rest and peace.

"Humble we must be, if to heaven we go;
High is the roof there, but the door is low".

Alexender Whyte said:- "No man can humilite you and clothe you with shame if you
are always clothed with humility When you are next bidden to anything, begin to sit down
in the lowest room: yes, in the very lowest room you can get. Begin at once to humble yourself
everywhere, and in everything. Put on the sack-cloth of humiUty immediately and always.

Set less and less store by your own talents, attaiimients, performances, and deserts; and set
more and more store by all other man's talents, deserts and performances".

"Would'st thou be chief • then lowly serve;
Would'st thou go up - go down;

But go as low as e'er you will.
The Highest has been lower still".

ASK WHAT DO I ASK? DO I ASK FOR PRIVILEGE?

"But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your
minister; And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son
of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many"
Matthew 20:26-28.

May the Lord's richest blessing be your portion. LEONARD MORGAN

'TIDM box
Conducted by

Alf Mai'Hdeu

"WHAT is meant and what are the implications of 'Counting the Cost' before entering the
Kingdom of God. Did die Ethiopian eonuch have time to do such a thing before his immersion"?

DURING the past few years it seems to me that within the church we have had many so-called
'conversions' which have not really been conversions at all. Many who have been immersed
have had to be discipliricd, and this within a very short time after immersion. Of these, a good
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number have had to be denied fellowship because of their unrelenting acqueiscence to the
demands of the world which they seem never to have left anyway; others have just drifted
back into the world because, as one such put it to me, "I didn't have any real idea of what would
be expected of me".

This state of affairs is obviously very undesirable from several standpoints. As regards
the individual, he/she will be in a worse position than if they had not known the truth. The
church leaders will be sad because they will have seen the joy of immersion turned to bitter
ashes. Furthermore, the morale of the group will be lowered because of the seeming victory of
Satan over those ideals which they themselves hold dear. Perhaps it is timely that this question
is asked. Maybe we shall learn something from studying this question, not only from what I
may be able to say, but more particularly in our own individual study of it in the future.

Counting flie Cost

The questioner asks, 'what is meant by counting the cost?' In simple terms this means
to sum up; to consider or esteem; to include. In practical terms it means that beforeweembark
on a project, whatever tliat project may be, we must first make a reasonable assessment of
whether we are able to carry it through, taking into account the resourceswe already have and
other resources which we hope to obtain which will act as enablingagents. Now to reasonable
people this may seem to be elementary practice, but mypersonal observations have convinced
me that society is moving to the point when people in thwr secular dealings are no longer
prepared to count the cost - if they wanta thing they must have it - and if thisisso then we
should not be surprised if they take the same attitude when they view other relationships which
theymay berequired to enterinto. What concerns me,andI amsurfc othercommitted Christian^
is that people should attempt this loose and cynical attitude in their relationship with Christ
Thisshouldnot happen, and we shouldsee to it, as far as is possible, that it happens onlyvery
infrequently or not at all.

The Implications of Counting the Cost

That 'Counting the cost* is a well attested scriptural principle is not in doubt Qear
teaching on this can be found in Luke 14:25-33 when Jesus taught the multitudes and recounted
two parables which we refer to astheTower Builder andtheWarring King, even though these are
not scriptural titles as such.

Before Jesus spoke these, parables he uttered some words which people down the ages
have found very difficult to accept. Luke records him assaying, "If anymancometo me,and
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, andsisters, yea, and his
ownlife also, he cannotbe mydisciple. And whosoever dothnot bearhiscross, andcome after
me, cannot be my disciple". Luke 14:26,27.

These words of Jesus imply a veritable rejection of everything in our acceptance of him.
How can we esteem Jesus, whom we have not seen,greater than the childrenwho are our own
flesh and blood and whom we are constantly in contact with? ANd what of our lives? Those
lives which wetendso^duously-Are weprepared to give evenour ownlives for his sake? These
are questions which the Christians of long-standing has wrestled with throughout his Christian
experience. By what strange alchemy doweexpect people who have noChristian experience to
sacrifice everything upontheirconfession ofChrist asSaviour? We will return to thispointlater.

The parable of the Tower Builder actually mentions theprinciple of 'counting thecost'
The main point that Jesus seems to be making is that theman who isgoing to build must take
stock of the resources which he has in order to complete thejob, andnot to embarkupon the
buUding withresources sufficient only to finish the foundations. Thespiritual implication seems
to be consistent with what we see around us today. People accept tlie foundation, which is
Christ, but are unable to build on that foimdation because of theirspiritual immaturity; or isit
because theydo not know the immediate resources on which they cancall? It is true to saythat
given time spiritual maturity candevelop through teaching; it isequally true to say, I think, that
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a person who responds to the invitation to be immersed without any prior knowledge of whatis
expected of him may not allow us the time to teach him.

The parable of the WarringKing gives us a further insight into the problem of counting
the cost. One spiritual implication of this parable would seem to point to a person outside of
Christ with limited resources of his ownwho miight find himselffighting againsta God who has
illimitable resources. The person would then, after counting the cost, decide that he was in a
situation where his resources would be inadequate to achieve what a God with illimitable re
sources could achieve for him. He would then come to his senses and agree with God while he
was still able to. This would pre-suppose that the person already knew about God, His power,
His love, and His ability to develop within the person the resources which would enable him to
live the overcoming life.

SO what can we do?

Perhaps we have concentrated too much on getting people 'into the water' as the saying
goes. There is a strong desire in some quarters for instant numerical success, but this may not
always be the best way. I am only too aware that if a personsits througha gospelmeetingfor
the first time and at the end of the meeting asks to be immersed that it is extremely difficult
to refuse such a request, but would it not be better to talk with such a person and try to instil
into him what was really meant' by 'obeying tlie Lord?' May be we would have to spend one,
two, three hours with such a person in an effort to increase his knowledge of what would
realistically be expected of him after he was immersed. Perhaps this approach would be kinder
than immersing him and then hitting him with the things he should be doing but which he
had no prior knowledge that he would be expected to do.

I am not so naive as to think that you can teach a person all the Christian virtues in a
short period of time, but I do think that a person should know something in line with the
following:-
a) The sort of commitment that the Lord expects
b) The resources that God will give in order for the commitment to be successful
c) That he/she would be expected to meet with the saints in a given locality'
d) That certain unchristian activities which the person might be engaged in should be

replaced by Christian virtues as the person grows in the Lord.

These things, and others, are all inherent in 'counting the cost'. I am sure that this should
be critically examined in all of our minds so that we shall not have thisdepressing business of
withdrawing fellowship from comparatively newly-born Christians.

The Efliiopian Eunuch

The question is asked, "Would the Ethiopian eunuch have had time to count the cost
before he was immersed?" Well, there are certain things we do not know concerning this
situation, but there are certain facts that we do know which may help us.

In the first place we are told that*the eunuch was reading the scriptures prior to Philip
joining him; admittedly, there were certain things that he did not understand but he must have
been gaining some knowledge. Secondly, the eunuch was travelling from Jerusalem to Gaza

but we are not told how far he had travelled from Jerusalem when Phihp, who was in Samaria,
joined him. But the scripture says that after the incident Philip was found at Azotus which is on
the coast West of Jerusalem. The distance from Jerusalem to Azotus is some forty miles over
desert country, so if Philip joined himself to the chariot near to Jerusalem then he would have
spent a considerable amount of time with the eunuch taking into account that the chariot
could not travel very fast.

The point I am making is that there could reasonably have been a few hours in which
Philip could teach the eunuch, liours which the eunuch could use for contemplation of those
things which Philip was bringing before him. He could at least have fulfilled the condition that
I am stating, i.e. that he had prior knowledge of what Christ would expect of him.
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I am convinced that we need to count the cost before we commit ourselves. I contend

that we nev.d to know what commitment to Christ really means before we can hope to make a
meaningful commitment 1feel sure that the eunuch understood what would be expected of him
hence the rejoicing as he went on his way. We can rejoice also when we fully understand and
know how to meet the just claims of Christ upon us.

(All questions please to Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Highfleld, Wigan, Lanes).
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29-Micah 6 Galatians 5

BY DIVINE APPOINTMENT

WE do not need telling after reading the
opening sentences of the letter to the Galatians
that Paul had enemies working among his con
verts. His authority yras being challenged. It
was claimed that he appointed himself; that
the real authority was with the apostles who
had personal appointment from Jesus and werer
at Jerusalem. So not only did Paul have to
assert emphatically his appointment by Jesus,
but also to show that he had approval and
agreement with the other apostles. News did
not travel fast in those days or the other
apostles would doubtless have vindicated Paul
themselves. Flase teachers have no scruples
being in league consciously or not with the
Father of Lies. Circumcision and the other

Mosaic rites were still in operation and had
custom and tradition on their side, as well as
the alleged support of the Scriptures. When
Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70 these
points largely lost their force, but the letter
was written about ADS7, Therefore we read
"an apostle not from men, neither through
man" (1:1), and again "the gospel which was
preached by me ... not after men ... but it
came to me by revelation of Jesus Christ",
(1:12). It was universally recognised that the
other apostles preached the true gospeL So
"those who were reputed to be pillars gave to
me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship"

(2:9). There can be little doubt that it wa&
during Paul's stay in Arabia (1:17) the reve
lations or part of them came, and we surely
connect this with 2 Cor. 12:1-5 ... "I will

come to visions and revelations ... foiuteen

years ago ... caught up to the third heaven...
into paradise". Paul did not really need to
\dndicate himself in view of the experience of
divine authority witnessed by the Galatians...
"He that supplieth the Spirit and worketh
miracles among you" (3:5). Little wonder then
that Paul asks why "ye are so quickly removing
from him jvho called you" (1:6), and "who did
bewitch you?" (3:1). Today it is still necessary
to point out to som£ that Paul exercises in his-i;
writings his divine appointment, and has auth
ority. "The things that I write unto you are
the commandments of the Lord" (1 Cor. 14:
37). Only when he disclaims that authority
dare we regard them otherwise.

Unity in Diversity

The natives of Galatia comprise elements
of at least five races some of whom were cer

tainly heathen practising the evil worship of
Cybele and similar orgiastic cults. The Jews
would be well represented in commerce there,
and there would be Greeks and Romans. We

need to consider the letter in the light of the
Acts of Apostles. The astonishing experience
of the strait-laced educated Pharisee Saul on
the Damascus road recorded three times there,
made of him a fellow-apostle to Galilean
fishermen, a tax collector and others regarded
by the educated as "unlearned and ignorant
men" (Acts 4:13). Their origin made no dif
ference in the sight of God or of Paul (see
Gal. 2:6; Eph. 3:8; 1 Cor. 15:8&9). Chosen
miraculously by God he knew he must be in
harmony with those who were apostles before
him, and therefore was with them going in
and out for a short time (Acts 9:27-30). He

must also have paid a special visit to be with
Peter (GaL 1:18 & 19) when he also saw
James the Lord's brother. Sent away for safety


