Conducted by
James Gardiner

“ Could you please explain James 5:14-15: “ the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and
the Lord shall raise him up,” in view of (he claims by “ Faith Healing ” movements
regarding this passage ? »

IN this chapter of James’s epistle, he gives advice and instructions to those who were
afflicted (suffering evil because they were Christ’s disciples); those who were merry;
those sick; and those erring from the truth,

Those afflicted were to pray for strength to cope with and forgive their tormentors;
those who were merry or happy were to sing. There is a tendency amongst men, when
in a “ merry ” state, to drink and sing bawdy songs: James says Christ’s disciples should
give expression to their joy by singing hymns to God’s praise.

Next, James gives instructions concerning the sick and this is the subject matter
of our question. James’s injunction to the sick is that they should send, not for the
best physician in the district, but for the elders of the local congregation. These elders
were not physicians, of course, but were called in to heal the sick person miraculously.
By the laying on of the apostles’ hands power to work miracles, wonders and signs
could be passed on to other disciples and these supernatural gifts were bestowed
liberally. In the early years of the church’s history God granted such gifts to His
emissaries so that they might manifest proof of their heavenly mandate and also that
they might confirm the word of truth (Mark 16:17-20; see also 1 Cor. chapters 12, 13
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power or authority to call upon God to instantly manifest a cure in the sick by
employing “a prayer of faith” as in James 5? We can express our wish to God that
a sick person may recover but we cannot invoke the terms of James 5:13-15 and expect
God to fall in line, albeit we think we have great faith.

It is as well to remember that this gift of healing the sick, to be implemented
by these elders, was not the only special gift given. Jesus said (Mark 16:17, 18) “ And
these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out devils; they
shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”
These signs and wonders were to confirm the word. If the gift of healing the sick is
still extant, by the same token so should the others be. Where are those today, then,
who can speak with new tongues ?; where is the man today who can cast out devils ?
Where is the man of such faith that he is prepared to drink a fatal dose of arsenic
to prove God is with him ? or is prepared to share a bed with a king cobra ? Where
are all such? Why are we left with but those who are prepared to lay hands on the
sick 2 The answer is that all such gifts belonged to the age of miracles and are vested
in man no longer, and this includes them all—the miraculous healing of the sick as
well. If we are sick nowadays we don’t call for the elders: we send for the best physician
or surgeon in town and place our trust in them, at the same time asking our heavenly
Father to afford us a blessing. I do hope these comments may be of some little
assistance to the questioner.

(Please continue to send your questions to James R. Gardiner, 88 Davidson Terrace,
Haddington, East Lothian, Scotland)

CAMEROONS EVANGELISATION
FUND

Again a report in connection with the
above work, and this time an appeal for
financial assistance to the fund. I continue
to have complete faith and confidence in
the labours of Brother D. N. Elangwe
and his co-labourers in the Cameroons.
He is doing great work with the printing
press and producing large quantities of
gospel literature and tracts, which are,
I may say, of sound scriptural content.
Our brother has been trying to keep down
running costs by printing bill-heads and
odd jobs, but has found that this has
been interfering with the supplying of
the continual demands for the gospel
literature. He has secured another smaller
press which will produce the odd jobs, so
that the larger press may produce the vital
tracts and leaflets in an uninterrupted flow.
But he is having difficulty in paying for
this smaller machine, which is costing
£185, of which 1 have sent £65. This
virtually depletes the fund.

This is a fruitful endeavour and
deserves our attention and help. In the
Cameroons we have great opportunities:
the people hearing the gospel for the first
time are very interested and the churches
around Kumba are growing. Bro. Elangwe

and others are not sparing themselves in
trying to reach many in the villages with
the gospel, preached in the open and by
the printed page.

I am sure that if we do not reach them
with the true gospel, the others (Globals,
Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, etc.) will
reach them with their false doctrines. I
appeal therefore again to all the brethren
to remember this work in their prayers;
and perhaps at the next business meeting
of their congregations they will remember
also this fund and its urgent need, and
send a contribution, however small. Every
penny will be well spent. I thank those
who have contributed regularly in the
past and know that they will be happy
in the knowledge that souls are being won
in the Cameroons indirectly but very
definitely as a result of their interest and
who have not yet participated in this work
financial contributions. I hope that some,
will join us in this worthy endeavour.

Please send what you can spare to
James R. Gardiner, 88 Davidson Terrace,
Haddington, East Lothian, Scotland.
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The article, Churches of Christ, printed on
the centre pages may be used as a pamphlet
by reaaers who care to extract it.— Editor.



